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Practical 3
Plate Tectonics Theory: The Dance of the Continents

Instruction:

Please return the maps and the answer sheet.

You are provided with a set of five paleogeographic maps of Australia and a map.

You are going to establish the path of movement of Australia during a certain geological period by drawing its position on the map (provided to you) at different times.  For this, you will: 

· Draw, for each age, the position of Australia on the map provided using the outline of Australia. Assume, for simplicity, that the longitude of the centre of Australia is the same all through the geological period.                                                                   (5 points)
· Write the age for each position.
· Draw arrows to indicate the path of movement of Australia.                       (4 points)
Choose the sentence which best describes the movement of Australia during the whole period.
(Correct answer = 1 point)
a) Australia did not move during the geological period.
b) Australia moved southward, then northward during the geological period without rotating.
c) Australia moved northward, then southward during the geological period without rotating.
d) Australia moved northward, then southward during the geological period and rotated mostly clockwise.
e) Australia moved northward, then southward during the geological period and rotated mostly counter-clockwise.
f) Australia moved southward, then northward during the geological period and rotated mostly clock-wise.
g) Australia moved southward, then northward during the geological period and rotated mostly counter-clockwise.
For the three periods indicated in the table below, what could have been the climate in the center of Australia? (1 point x 3 = 3 points)
	 Early Cretaceous
 (120 Ma)
	( a ) Temperate

( b ) Polar

( c ) Arid
( d ) Semi-arid

( e ) Equatorial

	Late Devonian 
(365 Ma)
	( a ) Temperate

( b ) Polar

( c ) Arid
( d ) Semi-arid

( e ) Equatorial

	Early-Mid Devonian (400 to 380 Ma)
	( a ) Temperate

( b ) Polar

( c ) Arid
( d ) Semi-arid

( e ) Equatorial



